THE  SUN  AND   THE   SERPENT

enemies of Indra and the Devas, is identified
with Ahi or the serpent.

In other hymns, also, Ahi is mentioned as an
enemy of the Devas or Aryas. Thus it is said ;
"To that Indra, the women, the wives of (he
Devas, addressed their hymns on the destruction
of Ahi." *

The women referred to in this passage arc
evidently the wives of the earthly Devas, or
Aryas, and not those of the deities,

In another hymn we find : " Mighty wiekler
of the thunderbolt, when the priests had thus
exalted thee (by praise), and the exhilarating
Soma juice had been drunk, thou didst expel
Ahi from the earth, manifesting thine own
sovereignty/'2

Then we have : " Thou didst perform, O Inclra,
a glorious deed, when thou diclst awaken the
sleeping Ahi with thy thunderbolt/' :!

Other hymns contain allusions to Arbuda,
who was also a serpent,4 Thus it is said : " Thou,
Indra, hast defended Kutsa, in fatal fight with
Sushna ; thou hast destroyed Sambara in defence
of Atithigva; thou hast trodden with thy foot
upon the great Arbuda. From remote times
thou wert born for the destruction of oppressors/1 *

1 Rig Veda, I. IxL 8.              2 Ib. I. Ixxx. i.

3 Ib. I. ciii. 7.                       'Bothlink and Roth, Lex,

5 Rig Veda, I. li. 6.
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